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Welcome to our Interim Senior Minister, Rev. Dr. Elaine Peresluha

We are delighted with the inspirational ministerial leadership Rev. Elaine is providing. As soon as she arrived at
All Souls in August she emphasized the importance of our congregation’s
history as we strive to understand our present and prepare for a strong
future. Rev. Elaine is leading the congregation in an Appreciative Listening
process to share our hopes for the future of the church with each other. Her
plans for today’s Anniversary Sunday are relevant and exciting for both
newcomers and long-timers. Rev. Kathleen Rolenz, in her six months as our
Bridge Senior Minister earlier this year, catapulted our Archives Room into a
renewed level of function that had seemed impossible. Now, Rev Elaine is
charging us to make progress through formidable challenges, by creating
pathways for renewed teamwork involving new volunteers paired with
passionate members who have been devoted to our history for many years.

President’s Report, Bill Bechman

As the outgoing president, | am very pleased to describe our Historical Society in
its current state. We are ready, willing and able to move forward in new ways to
celebrate and uplift our congregation’s history in ways that preserve the essence
of our past life and activities. This will inspire continued involvement for intrigued
volunteers and attract new members to our congregation as we help to convey
the many unique aspects of the Unitarian Church of All Souls. This congregation
will continue to be a beacon for people looking for purpose and peace. Our

Bicentennial Year, 2019, was a highlight in the life of our congregation, as we
celebrated our 200 year history. Sadly, within weeks of our November 2019 festivities, the looming COVID
pandemic forced the shutdown of our church and our nation. In March 2020 everything familiar was disrupted,
and adaptation to new ways of staying connected began. We started encouraging everyone to write their
experiences of the pandemic and observations about All Souls activities, and we have an interesting collection
of writings on the Historical Society website at allsoulsnychistory.org. Current projects include updating the

website with descriptions of activities since the Bicentennial. Let us know if you have questions, or please send
your writings to: history@allsoulsnyc.org. Some of our other exciting projects are mentioned below.

All Souls History Website Art & Artifacts Report
Lois Coleman is our webmaster. Check out: James Moskin will deliver his
allsoulsnychistory.org. She will give an update at report at the meeting.

our Annual Meeting on Nov. 9.



http://allsoulsnychistory.org/
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Bellows Lecture Committee

Our website describes the various Annual Bellows Lectures we’ve had over the
years. Our most recent was given in May by Rev. Wayne Arnason (husband of Rev
Kathleen Rolenz). We're now looking for candidates to deliver our 2026 lecture.
This would be a scholarly presentation that relates to our Unitarian Universalist
history and present times. If you’d like to join Bill and Lois on the Committee,

please let us know by writing to: history@allsoulsnyc.org.

In 2021 Prof. Christopher Cameron

of the Univ. of North Carolina spoke
on "Unitarianism, African Americans
and Abolitionism."

Treasurer’s Report, Carol Henger

We started the year with a balance of $2,118.72 in our bank account, and spent $1,117.38 for various
expenses related to the Bellows Lecture. We received $170.00 in donations through annual dues this year. If
you haven’t paid your $20 per year dues for 2025, please go to the All Souls Website, allsoulsnyc.org, and
under Donate, select “Historical Society Donations.” Please donate $20, making a note that this is for Annual
Dues. Major donations are appreciated and needed as we continue the work of the Historical Society.

Nominating Committee

Alynne Wesson, Sarah Peach and Bill Bechman comprise the Nominating Committee for 2026 Officers of the
Historical Society. We appreciate the service of the 2025 Officers: President Bill Bechman, Vice President Anne
Bradley, Treasurer Carol Henger, and Secretary Bryce Stack. At the Annual Meeting on Nov. 9, Alynne Wesson
will present the slate of officers for 2026 and members will vote on the slate. New officers will begin their
duties immediately and the outgoing officers will remain as advisors for a period of time. The Charter of the
Historical Society was last amended in 2023. We have no changes to suggest in the Charter, except that there
may be a recommendation that the Officers’ titles be updated.

Space Planning

Howard Turner of the Building Advisory Task Force has asked the Historical Society to review the list of items
that are on the inventory of art and artifacts, and to make recommendations on placement, display, and
storage. Bill Bechman is coordinating this effort, and volunteers are appreciated. The current inventory list will
be shared at the meeting.

Volunteers Needed

We are always looking for help as we hope to keep up with
various projects. If you are interested and have some areas
of expertise and interest you’d like to share, let us know:
history@allsoulsnyc.org.
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