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We are very grateful to and for Rev. Kathleen Rolenz, who has been our Bridge Senior Minister at All
Souls from January 1 to June 30, 2025. While most members of the congregation witnessed her
vibrant ministerial leadership through the Sunday worship services and her Tuesday morning Zoom
talks, those of us on the Archives Team experienced her hands-on attention to the neglected
Archives Rooms. Rev. Kathleen called her Saturday efforts “deep dives” where we sorted, pitched
and purged heaps of accumulated stuff.

Few people know, but the Archives Rooms are one flight above the last stop on the elevator on the
fifth floor of Wiggin House. These rooms had been in regular use as the Archives offices when
Lorraine Allen, our volunteer archivist, was in charge. Lorraine and her team would go up to the
rooms on Tuesday afternoons, and sort and catalogue various papers, books and artifacts
pertaining to the history of our congregation. We are forever indebted to Lorraine and her team,
and are so fortunate that most of our historical records went to the Meadville Lombard Theological
School in Chicago in 2017, where the library maintains the archives of various UU congregations.
Ours became their most comprehensive collection from a single congregation.

Most of the documents in the All Souls archives have been digitized, and are now available online
for researchers at jstor.org/site/meadville/all-souls, along with the records of other UU
congregations. Once Lorraine stepped down as our Archivist, the Archives Rooms became a storage
area, with various items also placed there as a result of the church’s numerous renovation efforts.

Rev. Kathleen’s vision was that the Archives Rooms should be purged and made usable again as a
center for historical work and display. The Archives purge team included Lois Coleman, Jim Moskin,
Bryce Stack, Harry Miller and Bill Bechman. Rev. Kathleen announced the Great Book Give Away,
and on two Sundays, June 8 and 15, hundreds of surplus books and art pieces were displayed in the
Memorial Garden and given away. Of course, we kept selected pieces for the Archives, but we
certainly didn’t need to keep storing all the books from various printings.

Many of us first met Rev. Kathleen when she attended our November 2024
Annual Meeting of the Historical Society, before she began serving as our Bridge
Senior Minister in January 2025. She asked to speak to the assembled group and
gave an uplifting talk about the importance of keeping our congregation’s history
relevant and in sight. She continued to mention the importance of keeping our
history in mind once she began her service time. The Archives Rooms are once
again functional, thanks to Rev. Kathleen’s interests, good humor and her heavy
lifting example.

Rev. Kathleen Rolenz

We will miss her greatly when she leaves at the end of June. Thank you, Rev. Kathleen!
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The 2025 Bellows Lecture

The Rev. Dr. Wayne Arnason (who happens to be Rev. Kathleen’s husband)
gave a wonderful lecture titled “Reconstructing our Unitarian History: Perils
and Possibilities”. It was held in the Ware Room on Friday evening, May 16
at 6pm. It was preceded by a reception and followed by a dinner at Tri Dim
Shanghai. Rev. Wayne attended our November 2024 Annual Meeting, with
Rev. Kathleen, and expressed interest in giving the 2025 Bellows Lecture.

It was an ideal opportunity for us. A transcript and video of the lecture are
available at allsoulsnychistory.org. Rev. Wayne Arnason

The first Bellows lecture came about because Mary-Ella Holst, then Director of Religious Education,
suggested creating a display of children’s books by UU authors for an upcoming New York Metro
District RE meeting. The project soon turned into an annotated bibliography, Unitarian-Universalist
Contributions to Literature for Children, which was published and turned a modest profit. At the
same time, Jane Giles, a doctoral student, was researching Catharine Maria Sedgwick in the All
Souls archives for her dissertation and needed a research grant to continue her work. Mary-Ella and
her colleagues decided to use the profits from the book to pay Giles to give a lecture to the
congregation on Sedgwick. That was the first Bellows Lecture, and also launched the All Souls
Historical Society.

This year’s lecture was the 28th Bellows Lecture. The history website lists the others — see
allsoulsnychistory.org/bellows-lecture.

Some of us have attended the Ware Lecture, which is a high point of the UUA General Assemblies.
The Ware Lecture was named in memory of All Souls’ first minister, Rev. William Ware. A third
lecture series, The Channing Lecture, is given periodically at All Souls, and was established in 2019
during the Bicentennial, endowed by Rev. Tracy Sprowls, the Director of RE at that time.

Annual Meeting of the Historical Society.

As usual, we will hold the Annual Meeting of the Historical Society in the Fall. The Nominating
Committee will present the slate for election by acclimation, as per the ASHS Charter. It is not a
contested election; the Nominating Committee does the crucial work of finding and vetting
candidates. The Nominating Committee is Alynne Wesson and Sarah Pearl who, along with the
President, will create the slate.

The positions for election this year are the President and the Treasurer, both of whom are
completing their two-year terms. In addition, an Acting Secretary will be elected, with Bryce Stack
to continue as Secretary.

Please send suggestions for the Nominating Committee, to archives@allsoulsnyc.org
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Our Gardens Grow

We are very grateful to benefit from the dedicated work of Kari Elwell of Mingo Design. Kariis a
commercial landscaper who has for several years given us deeply discounted plants from her
commercial locations' surplus. Essentially, we have container gardens that provide a welcoming
presence for our church. Thanks to Kari, Sumi Kubota, and members of the League and the Garden
Committee.

History Website

We have an astonishing website, expertly created and maintained by Lois Coleman. Check it out at
allsoulshistorynyc.org. It features, among other things, timelines of our history with pictures,
copies of past newsletters, a link for searching our archives online, original writing by All Souls
members, and the membership form.

All Souls Historical Society Officers

Bill Bechman, President
| Bill is completing his second year as President, and he previously served as Secretary
for several years. He was a co-chair of the Bicentennial, November 2019 and a co-
author of the book ALL SOULS at 200. Bill is a past President of the congregation, of
Heart & Soul, and of the Deacons. and past Vice President of Musica Viva NY. A
member of All Souls since the 1980s, he was drawn to All Souls because of the AIDS
Subway Posters. He is a leader of AQS-All Queer Souls and is on the steering
committee of the Capital Campaign. Professionally, Bill was an HR-Human Resources executive,
having worked at Lighthouse International and the College of Mount Saint Vincent. He lives in
Riverdale and Jupiter, Florida with his husband Tom.

Anne Bradley, Vice President

Anne is a life-long Unitarian, having been raised in the Tulsa, Oklahoma All Souls
Church. She came east for work and lived in Philadelphia and Washington DC, in
addition to New York. In Washington, she was on the Board of All Souls,
Washington. For All Souls NYC, she has been President of the congregation twice,
a Sunday School Teacher, Treasurer, and today is an active leader with the
Women’s Alliance. Most recently she helped redesign our website with Chris Goodwin’s son, Alex, a
professional website developer. Anne joined us as acting Vice President in the summer of 2024 and
is particularly interested in inventorying, saving and displaying our artifacts.
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Carol Henger, Treasurer
Carol began attending All Souls in 2023 and was elected Treasurer in December.
She succeeded Chris Goodwin, and before Chris, Mary Dugan. Originally from
J‘ Texas, Carol relocated to New York to work as a Zookeeper at the Bronx Zoo. She
.’ then pursued graduate studies at Hunter College and Fordham University. After
completing her PhD in 2020, she worked for the Bronx Zoo's Molecular lab and in
2023 began working at the DNA Learning Center as an Educator. She is intrigued by history because
it helps us understand the present better. She is particularly adept at computer skills, and taught
the Executive Committee how to benefit from shared Google Docs on the Google Drive. She can
send announcements and invitations to the membership with ease. Carol has made the dues
processing project easier for all involved.

-

Bryce Stack, Acting Secretary and Member-at-Large

Bryce is a lifelong Unitarian, having been raised in New Hampshire and attending
college in Boston. He relocated to NYC this year after spending two years in
Jersey City. He first visited All Souls in November 2023 and was intrigued by the
Historical Society table in Coffee Hour. Bryce is particularly interested in
attracting and engaging new, younger members to ensure the ongoing vitality of
the ASHS. He was appointed Member-At-Large and Acting Secretary in 2024 and serves on the
Executive Committee.
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